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Abstract 

Bukittinggi is one of cities in West Sumatra Province - Indonesia that was made as gemeente 
(municipality) by the Dutch Collonial Government as stipulated in Staatsblad of 1918. There 
is a long history behind the decision to made Bukittinggi as gemeente. 

Based on a historical study to available documents, this paper discusses the transformation of a 
tiny settlement, Nagari Kurai V Jorong, in the Kingdom ofPagaruyuang into a city known now 
as Bukittinggi. Nagari (settlement/village) Urang Kurai, then was a tiny settlement, was the 
center ofLuhak Agam; Nagari Urang Kurai is the origin ofBukittinggi city. 

The paper argues that the Nagaris are the foundation of the Pagaruyuang Kingdom; Nagari is 
autonomous region, has a very broad authority, and has its own customary courts. Its strategic 
functions and location, as well as its abundant natural resources have made the Dutch Collonial 
Government upgraded Nagari Urang Kurai into Gemeente after the downfall of the 
Pagaruyuang Kingdom. 

It is argued that during the transformation from Nagari into Gemeente, cultural and political 
acculturation occurred between Dutch and Minangkabau; especially seen in the indigenous 
customs of Nagari Kurai V Jorong. Many aspects of the customs were considered and legalized 
in writing, but some were eliminated and deflected. 
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1. Introduction 

The city is a physical utility of human beings in groups and is a product of 
culture that very diverse / heterogeneous (Mumford 1970). The city is also a phenomena 
product of space to speed up the civilization of development. Development process of 
the city written in the history of the city. Writing the history of the city should start from 
the embryo of the city, the development / transformation of the city, and the prospects 
of the city. Based on this stage, Mumford divides the development of cities ranging 
from eopolis, polis, metropolis, megalopolis, tryanopolis, necropolis. Eopolis stage is an 
intermediate stage of the pattern of rural life to pattern of city, occurring in the village 
who have had regular and advanced development (Mumford 1961). The history of rural 
development in Indonesia is almost unknown (Dobbin, 2008), including when the 
village has been transformed into the city. 
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