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Abstract

Community radio networking (Jarik) III Cirebon is the affiliation of  community radio in Cirebon, Kuningan, 
Majalengka and Indramayu regencies. Jarik III consists of  11 community radios. Besides broadcasting, Jarik is 
active in social action. They have been defending people especially in human trafficking and domestic violence 
cases. Based on voluntarism perspective, this article elaborates how those radios mitigate the society’s issue. 
This article was based on research through qualitative method using case study. The data was obtained through 
interview, observation, and documentation with three community radio FM administrators, namely Baina FM, 
Bhuana FM, and Caraka FM. The finding of  the study shows that the background of  the establishment, purpose 
and community radio operations are based on socio-demographic condition of  their own community; society-
based service becomes an administrator community radio’s spirit; and voluntarism underlying administrator 
performance of  community radio helps overcoming people’s problem.
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INTRODUCTION
Speaking of community radio which is com-
monly abbreviated as Rakom (Radio Komu-
nitas), some people often imagine about 
cramped radio studios, makeshift equip-
ments and only short-lasted broadcasting 
programs, unprofessional broadcasters, and 
“black radio” label. Indeed, the picture is a 
portrait of several radios that emerge from 
the grassroots level.

There are a number of reasons why 
society needs community radio. Birowo, 
Prakoso and Nasir in their book “Mengapa 
Radio Komunitas” propose the following 
reasons: (1) to express opinions and inter-
ests because community act as information 
producer or creator, and (2) because not all 
people can reach the existing broadcasting 
media. There are still many members of 
society who are not sufficient in accessing 
public mass media exposure. Those who live 

in remote areas, rural areas, small islands, 
and areas which are far from broadcasting 
television or radio cannot enjoy the mass 
media as easy as their counterpart or any 
other strategic places (Birowo, Prakoso and 
Nasir, 2007).

Therefore, in November 2005, AMARC 
as an international association for commu-
nity radio which has more than 3000 mem-
bers from 116 countries conducted a congress 
in Jakarta by creating the “Jakarta Declara-
tion” which strongly urged the government 
to provide conducive regulations to the de-
velopment of community radio throughout 
the regions because Rakom plays a central 
role in the process of democratization and 
development within the country.

After the New Order, the commu-
nity radio began to emerge and develop in 
various regions. In Indonesia, until 2013, 
there were 19 JRK in provincial areas which 
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